Transcript of published letter Bristol Evening Post 16 September 2005, (As cut, edited, or not, by BEP)


We need details about new museum

We have always approved of the idea of a Museum of Bristol in the city docks, provided the excellent museums we have now do not suffer in terms of revenue or staffing. 

But we do need a guarantee of this and need to know how new space and facilities will be funded and maintained. 

We need to know what will be displayed at Princes Warf and how the presently-neglected periods when Bristol became England’s second city – from the 15th to mid-18th centuries – are going to be covered, as Bristol became the premier port and market town for the Americas, and a cradle for the early Industrial Revolution. 

It must show too, Bristol’s heritage and how its architecture flourished with its prosperity and how it mirrored European styles- something which the architecture centre makes no attempt to do.  

The new museum must provide extra space above what is now available if the expenditure of £10 to £20 million is to be justified. 

Space must be flexible in the same way as the L and M sheds it is proposed to use. It must accommodate Bristol’s industrial history, provide a showcase for the existing museums and draw in all Bristol’s communities in turn by involving them in the portrayal of their own history and that of their hinterlands to the north, south, east and west beyond the city boundary. 

Bristol’s sphere of influence reached a wide area – the museum must show this and not be over parochial. 

The proposal made to the lottery fund, in 2002, proposed the use of the early 20th century transit sheds, preserving their present appearance except where conservation professionals judged this could not be done. 

The juxtaposition of the cranes and goods trains and the sheds makes a great picture of a regional dock in the earlier part of the 20th Century. 

However the most recent proposal is to turn the sheds into a giant glasshouse and does not accord with the Lottery bid or the need to respect the historic character of the City Docks Conservation Area.

The proposal is totally inappropriate. The attractive original brickwork and proportions of solid to space, along with the sliding doors of the older buildings, should be kept, while incorporating, of course, appropriate environmental conditions where they are essential. 

A glazed top floor could be added, preferably set back, which would provide a combined commercial, catering and exhibition use in one large space. 

It is necessary to get a conservation architect to re-think the treatment of the transit sheds in line with the 2002 concept. A new building would delay the project and loose us the lottery grant. 

It is also vital to maximise the display space in what is now the Industrial Museum, while examining how the space in the other transit shed can be converted at modest cost to be revenue–producing as will as providing accommodation for popular local history exhibitions, as was done some time ago at Temple Meads. 

Dorothy Brown (Mrs), Bristol Visual and Environmental Group. 

(Transcript typed by Stephen Wickham, 28/9/05, with apologies for any errors in the transcription.)

